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JAFC Thanks Its Reviewers!

The quality and integrity of manuscripts published in JAFC
relies on multiple levels of review. This process originates with
the authors and coauthors that conduct the work and must
attest to its content. The next stop is with the Editors, who
must judge whether the manuscript fits within the scope of the
journal and adheres to the journal’s criteria so that it can
undergo a more complete review by peers in the field. It is the
latter group upon which we rely for a detailed review of quality,
including novelty, clarity, adequacy of methods, interpretation
of results, conclusions, and completeness of literature review
and comparisons with prior work on related topics. Peer
reviewers exercise “quality control” based upon their knowledge
and good judgment and must point out clearly any short-
comings and revisions needed for the manuscript to be
considered further for publication or be rejected. The editors
rely on the peer reviews, and their own reading of the
manuscript, in reaching final decisions. Reviewing is an
awesome responsibility undertaken willingly by busy people
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who must set aside for a time their own workload. It is also a
professional expectation of scientists who are experts in their
fields. It is undertaken anonymously, so one “reward” of
reviewing is a sense of doing one’s part in advancing science in
the fields represented in the manuscript. A recent search for the
most cited papers published in JAFC over the past S years
revealed that a high number of the corresponding authors are
regular reviewers for JAFC. One might venture to say that
reviewing keeps scientific professionals connected to the cutting
edge of research in their fields.

JAFC takes this opportunity to recognize and thank the
nearly 5300 scientists who reviewed manuscripts in 2011, covering
the gamut of agricultural and food chemistry and its contributing
sciences, and representing virtually all parts of the world.

With Our Gratitude,
James N. Seiber
Editor

Published: June 27, 2012
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